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is the best companion. She is the giver of milk in
plenty. Not only does she give milk, but she also
makes agriculture possible. This gentle animal is a
poem of pity. Protection of the cow means protec-
tion of the whole dumb creatures of God. Ahimso
(non-killing : non-violence) is the gift of Hinduism
to the world, and Hinduism will live as long as there
are Hindus to protect the cow,"
But Gandhi could still stigmatize the Hindus. He
said :
" I loathe and detest child marriage. I shudder to
see a child widow. I have never known a grosser
superstition than that the Indian climate causes
sexual precocity. What does bring an untimely
puberty is the mental and moral atmosphere sur-
rounding family life."
How different was Gandhi to Kamal. Gandhi's
was a movement away from Europe and her civiliza-
tion. KamaPs is still toward Europe, and hers.
Gandhi, frail and ascetic, harrowed and racked by
religious superstition, at the height of his power
held sway over millions. He was reverenced and
worshipped as a demi-god.
One scene remains in my mind, as an evidence of
this little man's emotional appeal. It was in 1924,
and Gandhi had just been released after two years
in prison.
During his incarceration his followers had been
out-manoeuvred by the new party in Congress, the
Swarajists, and the Swarajists were well organized
and disciplined. The Swarajists attended the meeting
of the Congress working committee in full force, and